Anesthetic Management of an Extremely Premature, Extremely Low-Birth-Weight Infant Undergoing Bronchoscopy for Removal of an Aspirated Foreign Body.
We present a case of an ex-28-week, extremely low-birth-weight infant who was transferred to our institution for bronchoscopically assisted removal of an aspirated foreign body. This case presented several challenges because of the patient's extreme prematurity as well as the need for repeated tracheal extubations and reintubations during the procedure to accommodate surgical instruments in the patient's airway. We discuss the respiratory physiology, common comorbidities, and management of aspirated foreign bodies in the premature infant and emphasize the importance of clear communication in the operating room between the multidisciplinary team of physicians involved in this patient's care.